Disulfiram-induced hepatitis. Report of four cases and review of the literature.
Liver test abnormalities following disulfiram therapy are common. However, overt disulfiram-induced hepatitis is rare but has a high mortality rate, specially when the etiologic role of disulfiram is not suspected and treatment is not discontinued. We report four cases of disulfiram-induced acute hepatitis with different degrees of severity and review the cases reported in the literature. The clinical spectrum of disulfiram hepatotoxicity ranges from minor elevation of serum aminotransferases to fulminant hepatitis. Although some patients with disulfiram-induced hepatitis have manifestations of hypersensitivity, recent clinical and experimental data suggest that disulfiram hepatotoxicity is produced by the accumulation of toxic metabolites.